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INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolo

3 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon

3 Clarinets in Bb
Bass Clarinet

Soprano Sax
Alto Sax
Tenor Sax
Baritone Sax

3 Trumpets in Bb
4 Horns in F

3 Trombones
Bass Trombone
Euphonium
Tuba

Piano
Timpani

Percussion 1 — Snare Drum, Bass Drum™* *(as dry as possible and with two mallets)

snare cross sfick onrim

e

bass drum on rim

Percussion 2 — Suspended Cymbal, Cowbell, Hi-Hat, Tam Tam, Hand Claps

suspended ride hand
cymbal cymbal  hi-hat cowbell claps tam-tam
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Percussion 3 — Small and Large Splashes, Toms, Hand Claps, Whip, Vibraslap

crash large small el
cymbals  splash splash . an
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Percussion 4 — Triangle, Congas, Tambourine, Police Whistle, Hand Claps

high conga
slap high low police
conga  conga  whistle yigngle tambourine hand
claps
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PROGRAM NOTES

The end of the 60s into and through the 70s saw the era of the
“blaxploitation” film — a genre of flmmaking aimed at African-American
audiences which put us in leading roles of stories that often followed anti-
establishment plots. These films were often controversial due to their
exaggerated bravado, hypersexuality, and violence. Nofticing the lucrative
potential of blaxploitation films, Hollywood began to market these films to a
wider audience. Though low budget, they possessed an exciting, raw, soulful
quality unlike any other genre up until that time, and from these films were
born some of the most iconic characters (Shaft, Dolemite, Foxy Brown, and
Cleopatra Jones, to name a few) and soundtracks ever created, written by
some of the biggest names in African-American popular folk music of the day
and since, including Issac Hayes, Curtis Mayfield, James Brown, and Marvin
Gaye.

“The Low-Down Brown Get-Down’ is the soundtrack for a nonexistent
blaxploitation film. It pulls from various sounds and styles of African-American
folk music, such as funk, R&B, soul, early hip hop, the blues, and even film noir
to stitch together its “scenes.” The ftitle pulls from and is inspired by “post-jive”
African-American Vernacular English

(AAVE). The word “Brown” in the fitle, in addition to its reference to none other
than the Godfather of Soul, James Brown, whose most-famous licks and bass
lines pepper the intro and recur throughout the piece, also refers to the
melanin of the people who created these sounds.

This piece unapologetically struts, bops, grooves, slides, shimmies, head bangs,
and soul claps its way straight through its thrilling “chase scene” finale. It was
my intfention with the creation of this piece to go full steam ahead on bringing
African-American folk music to the concert stage to take its place amongst all
other types of folk music that have found a comfortable home in this arena.
May this work push back against notions of “sophistication,”
“appropriateness,” and “respectability” that have been codified in the
concert music setting for a century and more.

PERFORMANCE NOTE - THE "FAT" ACCENT ARTICULATION A

"Fat" notes are a mainstay in big band jazz and various styles of music that
have evolved from it. When vocalized, they are represented by the syllable
DAHT! or AHT! (depending on what comes before the fat note). What's most
important is the confinual fullness of the note (represented by the "AH" sound)
and the sharp, tongue cutoff of the note (represented by the "T" at the end of
the sound.) NOTE: the "T" sound is not a hard T that begins the word "time"; it is
a glottal stop, like the "T" at the end of the word "hot" in "hot water".

When a note is marked with a "fat" accent, after the initial articulation, it is to
be held at full value and played at full sound with no decay whatsoever in
the sound envelope. If the note in question is a downbeat quarter note (or
eighth note upbeat) followed by any amount of silence, the tongue should
stop the note on the downbeat of the silence. If the note in question is a
downbeat quarter note followed by another attack on the next downbeat,
the "fat" note should be held for about 80% of the value of the beat. If the
"fat" note is slurred into and appears at the end of a figure, the attack should
be created with a soft "D" articulation rather than a hard "T" front.
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Dan Tembras, Director
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Piccolo

Flute 1

Flute 2-3

Oboe 1-2
(English Horn)
Bassoon 1-2
Contrabassoon
Clarinet in Bb 1
Clarinet in Bb 2-3
Bass Clarinet
Soprano Sax
Alto Sax

Tenor Sax
Baritone Sax
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Hand Claps)
Percussion 3
Vibraslap)

Percussion 2

(Sus Cymbal - Cowbell
(Small and Large Splashes
Toms - Hand Claps - Whip

Ride - Hi-Hat - Tam Tam
Hand Claps)

Percussion 1
(Snare - Bass Drum)
Percussion 4 |-
Tambourine
Police Whistle

(Crash Cymbals
Triangle - Congas
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